


Contact Emily White at Whitesmith Entertainment - emily@whitesmithent.com 
©Whitesmith Entertainment 2012 

Swimming Bio 
Anthony Ervin is a US Olympic Gold Medalist, 
World Champion in the 50 and 100 freestyle, and 
current American record holder in the 50 
freestyle. 

In the 2000 Olympic Games in Sydney, Anthony 
swam to a gold in the 50 freestyle becoming the 
fastest man on the planet.  Today, Anthony is 
back in the water and has been training for the 
last year at U.C. Berkeley (his alma mater) 
alongside Olympic Gold medalists Natalie 
Coughlin and Nathan Adrian.  In December 2011 
– in his first USA Swim meet in 7 years – he won 
gold at the Chesapeake Pro-Am and immediately 
put himself back in the US top five.  

Anthony participated in the U.S. Olympic Trials and was selected for the London Olympic Games for the 50 
freestyle. In the Fall of 2012, he embarked on the World Cup circuit, which saw him travel to Asia, Europe 
and the Middle East. His strong ties with his fans allowed him to raise over $12,000 on online platform 
Indiegogo to fund his participation, and he brought home 16 medals as well an American record in the 50 
freestyle. He went on to be part of Team USA at the SC World Championships in Istanbul, racking up 3 
additional medals, two of them gold. He is now training for the 2013 USA Swimming Grand Prix series and 
beyond. His return at 30 brings a renewed outlook of enjoying the journey and appreciating the moment.   
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Personal Bio 
After winning the Olympic gold, 2 World Championships, and 7 NCAA titles, Anthony retired at the young age of 22. The free-
spirit then spent several years traveling the world and exploring other interests, from working on a Master Degree in English to 
playing in bands and collecting tattoos. His story is especially unique in that Anthony's family tree represents a broad 
demographic of Jewish, Native American, and African-American descent. He truly embodies the diversity of our modern society.  

Anthony has grown to embrace his place in the world as an opportunity to reach out and try to give back; from his work with youth 
programs at Imagine Swimming in New York and the Oakland Undercurrents, to his charitable donation of the proceeds from 
auctioning his Olympic gold medal to the 2005 tsunami relief. Recently, Anthony was chosen as the spokesperson for 
International Water Safety Day as well as inducted into the Boys & Girls Club Alumni Hall of Fame. He is looking forward to 
continuing to spread the word on swimming and helping kids reach their full potential both in and out of the pool. 

Anthony's vision is to use his experiences and platform as a chance to give back and inspire people of all ages to live the life they 
love. His return to the swimming world has already caught the attention of major publications ranging from Rolling Stone to The 
Guardian,  Swimming World, The New York Times, CNN and beyond.  

Credit: Mike Lewis - olavistaphotography.com 
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Major Achievements 
2012 SC  

World Championships 
50 M Freestyle - Bronze 
4X100 Freestyle - Gold 
4x100 Medley - Gold 

2012 World Cup 
50 M Freestyle – 4 Golds, 4 Silvers  

American Record (20.85) 
100 M Freestyle – 2 Golds, 1 Silver, 

2 Bronzes 
Mixed 4x50 Medley - 2 Golds 
Mixed 4x50 Freestyle- Gold 

2012 Olympics 
50 M Freestyle 

2000 Olympics 
50 M Freestyle – Gold 

4 X 100 Freestyle Relay – Silver 

2001 World 
Championships 

50 M Freestyle – Gold 
100 M Freestyle – Gold 

2012 Pan Pacific 
Championships 
50 M Freestyle – Silver 

4 X 100 Freestyle Relay – Silver 

NCAA  
Championships 
3 time champ 100 Free 

3 time champ 400 Freestyle Relay 
1 time champ 50 free 

5 time runner up and 27-time NCAA  
All-American 

9 time American  
Record breaker 

World Record  
Holder in 2001 

Credit: Mike Lewis - olavistaphotography.com 
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THE RESURFACING OF ANTHONY 
ERVIN – CONSTANTINE MARKIDES 

The fastest swimmer in America right now may not be 
Michael Phelps or Ryan Lochte but a tattooed, half-
black, half-Jewish grad student with Tourette's 
syndrome who has a history with hallucinogens, 
tobacco, fast motorcycles and rock & roll, and has more 
in common with Kurt Cobain than with anyone pictured 
on a Wheaties box.  

A more conventional athlete than the 31-year-old 
Anthony Ervin, who won a gold medal at the Sydney 
Games in 2000 and then walked away from the sport, 
would probably be looking at the London Olympics as 
the final act in a historic career. For Ervin, it's just 
another step in a puzzling and at times deeply troubled 
journey.  

"It's like déjà vu," Ervin says of qualifying for Team USA 
in the 50-meter freestyle event. "Except where once I 
was green, vain and ambitious, now I'm just grateful to 
be alive and bring joy to those I care about." 
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http://www.rollingstone.com/culture/videos/olympics-2012-gold-medal-swimmer-anthony-ervin-is-out-to-reclaim-his-title-20120727#ixzz255x0fPGZ
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The black Imagine Swimming jacket, worn over a gold 
California swimming and diving T-shirt, covered 
Anthony Ervin’s heavily tattooed arms. The glasses and 
the wispy facial stubble gave Ervin more the look of a 
graduate student, which he is, than of the other facets 
of his personality — guitarist, swimming instructor, 
thoughtful individualist who, to his own surprise and 
wonder, finds himself back in the pool after years away. 
Uninterested in defending his 2000 Olympic gold medal 
in the 50-meter freestyle, a burned-out Ervin quit 
swimming in 2003 at age 22. 

A circuitous route back to competition in 2006 took 
Ervin to New York City, where he spent parts of the 
next four years living in Brooklyn, jamming with a rock 
band and teaching children at Imagine, a TriBeCa-
based learn-to-swim school co-founded by a former Cal 
teammate, Lars Merseburg. 

The New York Times – 06/29/2012 
Digital Version 

SPREADING JOY OF SWIMMING, EX-OLYMPIAN FINDS IT 
AGAIN – PAT BORZI 

Credit: Mike Lewis - olavistaphotography.com 

http://www.nytimes.com/2012/06/29/sports/olympics/anthony-ervin-olympic-medalist-in-2000-comes-back-in-swimming.html?_r=2&pagewanted=all
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ERVIN RETURNS TO GAMES ON OWN TERMS – BONNIE D. FORD 

They touched the wall together 12 years ago in the 50-meter freestyle 
in Sydney. Water churned white by 16 flying arms was still roiling when 
Anthony Ervin looked up at the identical times of 21.98 seconds and 
punched his fist in the air once, then twice. Gary Hall Jr. was slower to 
react, squinting and staring almost uncomprehendingly before he raised 
one arm and flashed his broad lightning bolt of a smile. They leaned 
toward each other and clasped hands to celebrate a shared Olympic 
gold medal. Improbable as that moment was, their convergence 
Sunday night eclipsed it. 

Nine years after Ervin slipped out of the pool and fled the spotlight, he 
willingly dove back into the maelstrom. At 31, he notched a personal-
best time of 21.60 seconds in the 50 free to qualify for the 2012 U.S. 
Olympic team, finishing .01 behind Cullen Jones. Ervin grinned and 
waved from the podium as Hall stood nearby on the deck. A minute 
later, Hall looped a ribbon over Ervin's neck; Ervin lifted his head and a 
medal settled onto his chest. 

They shook hands and hugged. The accordion of time sagged inward 
for an instant and then stretched back out again. 
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OLYMPIC SWIMMING: THE AMAZING ADVENTURES OF THE USA'S ANTHONY 
ERVIN – ANDY BULL 

After winning Olympic gold, Ervin quit swimming, abused alcohol and drugs and tried to kill himself, but now he 
is back in the pool. 

… You may remember Ervin. He won gold in the 50m freestyle back in Sydney in 2000, tying in a dead heat 
with the great Gary Hall Jr. Ervin was only 19 at the time. The next year he won the sprint double at the World 
Championships in Fukuoka. It was not long after that he decided he wanted to see a little more of what life had 
to offer. "When you strive for something and do well, it's always going to be a double-edged sword," Ervin 
explained. "You reach your goals but you get cut in the process." He did one more major competition – the Pan 
Pacific Swimming Championships in 2002 – and then he dropped out, from stardom, from sport and from 
Berkeley, where he had a swimming scholarship. 
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CNN - 07/08/2012 

Digital Version 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wnV2JFCphyQ
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